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La Balancoire by Pierre Auguste Renoir
Hand Colored Etching - Main Subject: People 

Item Number
9360886150

Retail Value
$1,300

ArtRev.com Price
$450
You Save 65% Off [-$850.00]

Dimensions (As Shown)
12W x 15H Inches
30.48W x 38.1H cm

Medium
Hand Colored Etching

Edition
 - Edition Size is Unknown
 - Plate-Signed  

Frame Your Artwork Online & Save!
Did you know that you can custom frame this artwork to your exact taste and
specifications. Spark your own creativity and frame your artwork in as little as 2
minutes in three easy steps! Our Online frame shop offers museum quality
framing services at prices up to 50% off your local gallery or frame shop. See art
collection .
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Pierre Auguste Renoir was a French impressionist painter noted for his radiant, intimate paintings, particularly of the female nude.
Recognized by critics as one of the greatest and most independent painters of his period, Renoir is noted for the harmony of his
lines, the brilliance of his color, and the intimate charm of his wide variety of subjects. Unlike other impressionists he was as much
interested in painting the single human figure or family group portraits as he was in landscapes; unlike them, too, he did not
subordinate composition and plasticity of form to attempts at rendering the effect of light.

 Renoir was born in Limoges on February 25, 1841. As a child he worked in a porcelain factory in
Paris, painting designs on china; at 17 he copied paintings on fans, lamp shades, and blinds. He studied painting formally in
1862-63 at the academy of the Swiss painter Charles Gabriel Gleyre in Paris. Renoir's early work was influenced by two French
artists, Claude Monet in his treatment of light and the romantic painter Eugène Delacroix in his treatment of color.

Renoir first exhibited his paintings in Paris in 1864, but he did not gain recognition until 1874, at the first exhibition of painters of
the new impressionist school. One of the most famous of all impressionist works is Renoir's Le Bal au Moulin de la Galette (1876,
Musée du Louvre, Paris), an open-air scene of a café, in which his mastery in figure painting and in representing light is evident.
Outstanding examples of his talents as a portraitist are Madame Charpentier and Her Children (1878, The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York City) and Jeanne Samary.

Renoir fully established his reputation with a solo exhibition held at the Durand-Ruel Gallery in Paris in 1883. In 1887 he
completed a series of studies of a group of nude female figures known as The Bathers (Philadelphia Museum of Art). These
reveal his extraordinary ability to depict the lustrous, pearly color and texture of skin and to impart lyrical feeling and plasticity to a
subject; they are unsurpassed in the history of modern painting in their representation of feminine grace. 

Many of his later paintings also treat the same theme in an increasingly bold rhythmic style. During the last 20 years of his life
Renoir was crippled by arthritis; unable to move his hands freely, he continued to paint, however, by using a brush strapped to his
arm. Renoir died at Cagnes, a village in the south of France, on December 3, 1919.

Hand Colored Etching
Etching is the process of using strong acid or mordant to cut into the unprotected parts of a metal surface to create a design in
intaglio in the metal (the original process�in modern manufacturing other chemicals may be used on other types of material). As
an intaglio method of printmaking it is, along with engraving, the most important technique for old master prints, and remains
widely used today.

In pure etching, a metal plate is covered with a waxy ground which is resistant to acid. The artist then scratches off the ground
with a pointed etching needle where he or she wants a line to appear in the finished piece, so exposing the bare metal. The
echoppe, a tool with a slanted oval section is also used for swelling lines. The plate is then dipped in a bath of acid, technically
called the mordant (French for biting), or has acid washed over it. The acid bites into the metal, where it is exposed, leaving
behind lines sunk into the plate. The remaining ground is then cleaned off the plate. The plate is inked all over, and then the ink
wiped off the surface, leaving only the ink in the etched lines.



The plate is then put through a high-pressure printing press together with a sheet of paper (often moistened to soften it). The
paper picks up the ink from the etched lines, making a print. The process can be repeated many times; typically several hundred
impressions could be printed before the plate shows much sign of wear. The work on the plate can also be added to by repeating
the whole process; this creates an etching which exists in more than one state.

Etching has often been combined with other intaglio techniques such as engraving (e.g. Rembrandt) or aquatint (e.g. Goya).
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